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Congratulations to Ms. Thompson on her appointment. We welcome you to the Housing 
Authority of the Birmingham District’s (HABD) Board of Commissioners and we look forward to 
working with you and your support of the agency. 

COVID-19 Update 

HABD is continuously working with testing agencies to perform testing monthly at the 
community sites.  We encourage employees and residents to comply with the CDC guidelines to 
eliminate the contamination of others by wearing their mask and practice social distancing in 
the office and public areas.  

On September 4, 2020 the CDC issued a notice and order to temporarily cease residential 
evictions due to non-payment of rent. This order is separate from the eviction moratorium 
under the CARES Act. This order is in effect from September 4, 2020 through December 31, 
2020. Under this order, tenants cannot be evicted for nonpayment of rent, provided the tenant 
signs the declaration that outlines eligibility. Once the resident signs the declaration, they will 
be covered persons under the order. This required declaration has been made available to all 
residents that may be subject to eviction due to nonpayment of rent. Housing Operations are 



working to ensure all residents that qualify are covered.  This order does not relieve the 
residents’ obligation to pay rent and the residents must continue to comply with terms under 
the lease. HABD encourages residents if you can, please pay your rent monthly.  We will 
continue to work with residents for resources and work out agreements.    

On September 14, 2020, HUD submitted a PIH Notice to extend the expenditures of the CARES 
Act funds to December 31, 2021. HUD is implementing a format for quarterly reporting.  The 
first quarterly reporting is due October 10, 2020 unless the reporting portal is delayed by HUD. 
This information will be shared during the October board meeting.       

Operational Update 

• HABD received notification from HUD the approval of the HABD Annual Plan submitted 
April 17, 2020.  

• HABD continues the partnership with Alabama Power to provide Wi-Fi services 
throughout all HABD communities. Alabama Power is working with a private vendor 
(Wi-Fiber) to build the network and deploy the technology.  This technology will be 
placed on all Alabama Power poles which will allow internet services throughout all 
HABD communities. This partnership is inclusive with Birmingham City School, Jefferson 
County Schools, City of Birmingham and Jefferson County Commission.  HABD 
installation is scheduled to begin mid-October.   

• The partnership with the Birmingham City School continues to ensure every child within 
public housing has an electronic device for virtual learning. HABD has committed to 
filling the gap of providing devices to school aged children in public housing. As BCS 
continues to distribute devices to the children in the school system; public housing 
families will be routed to a HABD contact to receive the device. These devices will be 
signed out and distributed to families that are in need.   

• HABD is providing virtual homework help for all youth ages 6 to 18 Monday – Friday. 
• HABD is working with the CPAB and County Commissioner Shelia Tyson and her team to 

host community voter registration and U.S. census drives weekly. The community 
engagement staff are making calls to the residents. As of Sept 9th, out of 1,032 residents, 
89 have not registered to vote and 140 have not participated in the U.S. Census. The 
community engagement team are providing rides to the courthouse to participate in the 
absentee voter registration though October 29, 2020 for the senior and disabled 
residents. CDC guidelines are followed.  HABD is working with the U.S. Census Bureau to 
assist with reaching out to every resident that has not completed their form.  We are 
making every effort to certify every resident will be reached by September 29th.  

• HABD is working on an initiative with Birmingham Strong to provide childcare services to 
the working parents in the communities. This initiative will assist working parents and 
with those seeking employment through the FSS program with school age children 
during the virtual learning. HABD will cover the cost with the CARES funds through the 
first nine weeks of school. We are identifying available slots from various agencies. 
Currently 250 slots are available. 

• Mrs. Sherea Harris-Turner, Director of Communication is working with Mr. Armon 
Matthews, Interim VP of Community Engagement to highlight all HABD partners and 



sharing services provided to the residents. Mr. Matthews and I engaged in a conference 
call today with Dr. Denise Cleveland-Leggett, HUD Regional Administrator Region IV and 
her team to share their support and enthusiasm on the expansion of service at the 
Campus of HOPE. 

• The board approved HABD to move forward with the consultant Brinshore Development 
to engage with the Choice Neighborhood grant. HABD team and the consultant decided 
due to the Choice Neighborhood Planning grant deadline it was not in the best interest 
to proceed with the planning grant but consider the implementation grant when it 
becomes available. The NOFA for the implementation grant has been posted. HABD met 
with the consultants, resident presidents of Smithfield Court and Elyton Village, and the 
city of Birmingham to discuss the submission of the Choice Neighborhood 
Implementation grant which is due December 16, 2020. All parties are committed to 
make this submission a success. The Brinshore Development team is working on a 
robust community engagement plan to accommodate the pandemic environment. A 
report will be presented to the board prior to submission. 

• Farrington Apartment complex is 98% complete with construction and currently working 
on the punch list to finalize the close out. This property is part of the first RAD phase of 
Tom Brown. HABD has twenty-two RAD units on the Farrington property. Tom Brown 
residents had the right to return to those units and the remaining units were given 
preference to the Southtown residents due to the redevelopment of Southtown Court. 
The residents will be prepared to move in by the end of this month.  A small ribbon 
cutting ceremony will be scheduled in October 2020.  

• We met with the right to return residents of Freedom Manor on several occasions to 
discuss their return to Freedom Manor. A safety protocol has been put in place to 
ensure the safety of the residents and the employees. Ms. Valerie Holmes, LIHTC 
Compliance Manager will provide an update in her report today. The residents are 
scheduled to begin signing their lease Monday, September 21, 2020. 

• Ms. Kangi Drake, VP of Assisted Housing and I had the privilege of joining HUD National 
and Local representatives in two HUD Southeast Region Foster Youth to Independence 
(FYI) webinars on August 18th and September 2nd to provide insight into how the agency 
changes lives through the FYI Initiative. This initiative allows for public housing 
authorities to receive an allocation of tenant protection vouchers to serve youth under 
the age of 25 with a history of child welfare involvement or on the brink of 
homelessness. Congratulations to Ms. Drake and her team for having 10 participants 
and successfully housing 4 Foster Care Youth.   
  

I would like to acknowledge Carolyn Avington, VP of Finance and Administration, after 14 years 
of service; she will be resigning from her position in October. Ms. Avington and I have worked 
closely together during her tenure at the housing authority. I can say she is very passionate 
about her work and is full of knowledge. She always expresses how much she cares about the 
agency. We will miss you and wish you much success.  

 


